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Chiryu Festival: Created by the City’s Residents

The Chiryu Shrine Festival (Chiryu Festival) takes place each year on May 2 and 3, alternating between the main
festival and an interim festival. During the main festival, five parade floats enter the shrine. Bunraku (Ningyo Joruri)
puppet shows are performed on floats from four neighborhoods — Yamamachi, Nakashinmachi, Honmachi, and
Takaramachi — and a Karakuri puppet show is performed on the Nishimachi float. It is unusual in Japan

for Karakuri puppet shows to be performed with Joruri narrative music and for puppet shows to

be performed on parade floats. Thirty-three Japanese festivals, including “Chiryu Float

Bunraku and Karakuri,” were added to the UNESCO Lists of Intangible Cultural

Heritage on December 1, 2016 (Japan time) under the heading
“Yama, Hoko, Yatai Float Festivals in Japan.”
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Chiryu Bunraku Puppets on Floats
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Bunraku is a type of puppet show in which each
puppet is operated by three people. The puppets
are operated in conjunction with a type of
recitation called Gidayu and music played on the
shamisen, so excellent coordination required.
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Karakuri Puppets on a Float
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Chiryu’s Karakuri puppets are famous for being
designed not by a specialists but by local
businessmen as a hobby. They use a variety of
wood materials according to what is available, and
they cleverly use whatever clothing is available for
cloth.
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Chiryu Festival
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The Chiryu Festival alternates every year between
the main festival and an interim festival. The main
festival features five extravagant parade floats, and
the interim festival features the dedication of five
flower floats festooned with flower decorations.
This festival lets spectators experience historical
traditional arts up close.
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